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SWFMARF also celebrates its 25th anniversary in September

A look ahead to nex t week’s South West
Fu r n i t u re S h ow.

Already into week two of September and
the month brings with it ample opportunity
to get out and about and visit the various
shows and events that the industry has to
offer.

30 members out of 52 are exhibiting this year

More than 60 manufacturers will be represented for
2017

Like furniture itself, exhibitions and events
can come in all shapes, sizes and forms,
each with their own unique USP, and the
upcoming South West Furniture Show is
no exception, designed as it is to cater for
local agents for local shops in the local
area.
This ethos is clearly working for the
exhibition, which returns for the eighth
year to The Sedgemoor Auction Centre in
Somerset from Tuesday 12 to Thursday
14 September. And that’s not the only
milestone for the show and its organisers,
the South West Furniture Manufacturer’s
Agent and Representatives Federation
(SWFMARF), as the federation also
celebrates its 25th anniversary in
September.

In celebration, the committee and
members have update the website and
consolidated their Federation by using
visual branding – all in preparation of
the annual show which takes place next
week. The revamped website contains all
members’ contact details as well as those
of the manufacturers they represent. In
addition, visitors to the website can also
find details of past members, links for

The 2016 event saw floor space extended
information/download and upcoming
exhibitors, registration details and maps for
the show.
Speaking of which, the 2017 iteration of
the event looks set to further build on the
success of its predecessor, which proved
to be a triumph despite, with ‘greater
than expected’ business completed and
first time exhibitors ‘exceeding’ targets.
The 2016 show even saw its floor space
extended to attract both small and large
retailers, and was full to the rafters with
leading manufacturers across the furniture
industry.

In fact, by the end of last year’s event,
SWFMARF chairman Patrick Gulliford
revealed that there were already ‘90% of
preliminary bookings for this year’s show
as well as a high number of new enquires
from companies that want to exhibit for the
first time’.
The figures would certainly back that up,
with 30 members out of 52 exhibiting and
more than 60 manufacturers represented
for 2017. I spoke to Patrick to find out why
he feels the show is so successful. “First

OUR MAIN CONCERN IS TO CONTINUE TO BUILD
THE RELATIONSHIP WITH OUR CUSTOMERS
- LOCAL AGENTS FOR LOCAL SHOPS IN A
CENTRAL LOCATION TO WHERE DAY-TO-DAY
BUSINESS IS DONE
and foremost,” he said, “it’s important to
stress this event is organised by the South
West Furniture Manufacturer’s Agent and
Representatives Federation and not a third
party, unlike NEC/Manchester or buying
group ones.

“Our main concern is to continue to build
the relationship with our customers - local
agents for local shops in a central location
to where day-to-day business is done. This
makes our show low key and very relaxed
but still professional and worthy as many
manufacturers launch new product/covers
in good time for the ‘buying calendar’ buy in September, deliver late October,
price placement in November, ready for
December sales.”
Patrick also referenced the quick straw
poll survey which ran on none other than
Cabinet Maker’s website last week with
regards to September’s exhibitions. “From
your survey, it shows that 10% of retailers
intend to visit the South West Furniture
Show. As this is a nationwide survey, 10%
for our South West South Wales area is
‘good.’ However as much as the committee

supports their agents/reps – it is vital that
retailers also do.”

And the organising team has worked
hard to ensure that this is the case, as
Patrick continued: “Over 175 stores have
been invited by the committee via email
campaign and personal letter invitation,
and so far 55 have pre registered. We are
expecting upsurge this week - registration
is free and simple, again available from
our website - and would expect between
250/300 visitors to make the short trip to
our venue just off Junction 24 of M5.”
Venue:

Sedgemoor Auction Centre, North
Petherton, Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 6DF
Opening Times:

Tue 12th Sept 9.30am - 6.30pm

Wed 13th Sept 9.30am - 8.00pm
Thu 14th Sept 9.30am - 4.30pm
Access:

The show is free to attend for customers,
simply register via the federation’s
website: www.swfmarf.com/show-j24/
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